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MAIAYSI\ AND THE DUTCH EAST INDIES

FIG 38   HAND PRINTING FABRICS JAVA
This method of stencilling cotton cloth in colours is known
as batik
were elected by local councils   gave advice on economic
matters and discussed steps toward the development of self
government m the colony    The constitution of 1925 granted
the Netherlands Indies a certain measure of self government
in internal affairs under the supervision of the Home Govern
ment    The islands  were  sub divided  into  six  governor
ships and these were further divided into residencies   the
Governor and Residents having very extensive powers   The
key posts m the civil service were largely held by Europeans
but local government was almost entirely exerased by native
civil servants    The Dutch have encouraged the natives to
administer their own affairs as much as possible and to limit
the functions of Residents to supervision and advice    The
former harsh rule which amounted to exploitation of the